[Primary cutaneous non T non B CD4+ CD56+ leukemia (2 cases): an original anatomoclinical syndrome].
Non T non B CD4+ CD56+ leukemia is often revealed by cutaneous lesions. We report 2 patients with this disorder who had characteristic anatomoclinical findings. An 81 year-old female and a 75 year-old man presented with erythematous macules which increased in number and progressed to infiltrated plaques and nodules. The lesions became ecchymotic, but the patients remained in good general condition and blood count as well as bone marrow examination were unremarkable. A cutaneous biopsy revealed a lymphomatous mononuclear cell infiltrate. The cells expressed CD4 and CD56, but not CD3. The cutaneous lesions preceded for 10 and 9 months respectively the appearance of overt leukemia and medullar involvement. At this stage, the patients deceased rapidly from their leukemia. This is an original anatomoclinical syndrome. The histopathologist must pay attention to the unusual CD4+ and CD3- immunophenotype and search for CD56 expression. The malignant cell responsible for this type of leukemia is now individualized and corresponds to a type II dendritic cell precursor.